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Dear Dr. Garcia,

Your thesis work on antivirals that target zinc-binding proteins has reached a very intriguing stage in Dr. Elsa Damonte’s laboratory.  I would like to propose a collaboration in which these studies can be carried further into animal models.  My laboratory is quite familiar with mouse, guinea pig and monkey models of arenavirus infection, and we would like to test these compounds in vivo.  I invite you to visit my laboratory to conduct these studies.  During your previous visit you succeeded in acquiring fresh batches of zinc-targeting compounds that have been approved for use in human beings.  You showed that they reversed the effects of viral infection in a liver cell culture system and you showed some small effects in reducing viral titers in a mouse model.  Nevertheless, although a mouse model is always the cheapest way for initial testing, the pathogenic effects of virulent arenaviruses are most accurately modeled in guinea pigs and monkeys.  Therefore, I propose some testing in the guinea pig model for your next visit.  As always, my facilities will be at your disposal along with technical help and collaboration from other members of the laboratory.

Sincerely,

Maria  S. Salvato, PhD

Professor, Institute of Human Virology,

University of Maryland Biotechnology Institute, Rm 520

725 West Lombard Street, Baltimore, MD 21201

salvato@umbi.umd.edu; tele: 410-706-1368; FAX: 410-706-5198 or 706-1992
